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COVID-19 pandemic has shattered world with its innumerable challenges. In addition to the 
saturation of the medical and health care facilities, physicians and patients are struggling to 
manage the chronic and acute health care issues in addition to COVID-19 [1]. 

Patients suffering from hematological and oncological malignancies are amongst the worst hit 
due to the interruption in the treatment of various cancers. Similarly, recipients of various solid 
organ transplants are at the mercy of fate due to COVID-19 surge. It takes enormous effort to find 
a right donor, ensure the eligibility of the recipients, and to manage the post-transplant 
complications [2]. However, during the COVID-19 pandemic, the challenges associated with every 
step for a successful transplantation has increased exponentially. The COVID-19 pandemic has led 
to reduction in organ donation and transplantation in various countries including the United States 
and other European countries [3, 4]. For instance, In Australia, the percentage of kidney 
transplantation has gone down by 27% as compared to 2019 [2]. 

Various oncologists and transplant physicians and surgeons are trying to gather as much 
information as possible based on individual and/or institutional experiences. There is a constant 
attempt to formulate interim guidelines by various medical societies to help physicians from 
different specialties [5-8]. 
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In addition to the drop in the number of donors, the concerns of recipients catching the COVID-
19 during peri-transplant period, use of immunosuppressive agents, follow up care also needs 
immediate attention. Other factors that is also impacting transplant services is the saturation and 
unavailability of the critical intensive care beds for the recipients in case they fall sick [9]. Similarly, 
other ancillaries like availability of blood transfusion products like red blood cell packets, platelets 
etc. are in scarcity due to decline in blood donation drives [10]. Staff, physician assistants, nurses, 
pathologists, radiologists, and many more are involved in the transplant team whose wellbeing 
and availability are essential to ensure a successful transplantation during this pandemic. 

To conclude, we are in an incredibly challenging situation where a fine balance is required to 
diligently make decisions for our patients on transplant waitlist. Case to case basis decision making 
considering the factors like disease severity, risks and benefits involved in waiting vs proceeding 
with the transplant should be made for the best outcomes. 
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